
 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

As we informed you before, after almost 25 days of negotiations spread over a few 

months, on March 4, 2022 the IBEW and CBS Broadcasting Inc. reached a tentative agreement 

for a new contract.  We present it to you for your consideration.  It comes with the unanimous 

recommendation of your entire IBEW Negotiating committee, made up of Members, Business 

Managers, and International Representatives.  Enclosed you will see a Memorandum of 

Agreement outlining the changes.   

 

This is a pivotal contract for the future of the IBEW.  The last 4 years of our agreement 

have seen a revolution in technologies and workflows, many of which impact every corner of our 

membership working under our contract.  It also saw a seismic shift at the company, with 

Paramount pouring every resource imaginable into its streaming offerings, both for news, 

entertainment, and sports.   

 

We set out with three main themes as we entered bargaining; increased job protections 

for freelance and 4.03g employees, solidify our position in the future of new media and 

technology, and obtain a competitive wage package on par with other industry contracts.  We are 

pleased to say we accomplished all three. 

 

The wage package equals recently negotiated deals within the industry, with additional 

funds each year also being put towards the Flex Plan.  Moreover, the newly proposed deal 

contains a gain of jurisdiction for the CBSN streaming news service, both nationally and at local 

stations in Chicago, New York, and Los Angeles.  We also secured additions to our jurisdiction 

language allowing for the inclusion of IP and NDI technology further solidifying our future.  

Finally, and equally important, there are significant enhancements for job security.  4.03g 

technicians will now have a just cause standard.  ENG technicians, both at network news and 

stations also obtained an additional layer of job protection with newly crafted prosumer language 

which provides for a staffing ratio.  We also secured language giving freelance technicians more 

layers of job security they did not have before. 

   

The term of the deal, if ratified, would take effect May 1, 2022 and run through April 30, 

2025.  While we provided the company with some flexibility in some areas, we believe we 

gained more than we gave up, especially considering the gains of jurisdiction in new media and 

streaming.   

 

Included in this packet is additional information on ratification calls to be held via Zoom 

so everyone has an opportunity to have their questions answered.  Should you have any 

questions, please contact your local business manager. 

 

 

In Solidarity, 

 

Your IBEW Negotiating Team 
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List of “Sacred Sites”  

 

March 22, 2022 

 

 
White House Complex  

                 

Treasury Department  

 

Dept. of Justice 

 

Capitol Hill Complex  

 

SCOTUS 

                

State Department Complex  

               

Pentagon Complex 

 

  



 

 
 

CBS ENTERTAINMENT GROUP
CBS STUDIO CENTER, 4024 RADFORD AVE 
STUDIO CITY, CALIFORNIA  91604-2101 
 
(818) 655-1563 
(818) 200-7344 (cell) 
sheldon.kasdan@cbs.com 
 
 
SHELDON D. KASDAN 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT  
LABOR RELATIONS 

 
 
March 1, 2022 
 
Lonnie R. Stephenson 
International President 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
900 Seventh Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20001 
 
Re: Insert Studios 
 
Dear Mr. Stephenson, 
 
Network News will issue the following memorandum to its production staff responsible 
for booking field crews:   
 

The following guidelines cover the booking of guests.  The first choice should 
always be use of a Company studio or facility, e.g., the New York or LA Broadcast 
Center, DC Bureau, studio to go mobile unit, etc., subject to the exceptions listed 
below. 
 
High Profile Guests 
When a high-profile guest, such as political or medical expert is booked through 
either a government or specifically designated studio, e.g., Dr. Anthony Fauci 
originates live from the HHS studio or Dr. Rochelle Walensky from Videolink in 
West Newton, Massachusetts. 
 
Guest Round-Robin- Multiple Network Hits 
When a guest has multiple hits, we will use the vendor studio assigned to whichever 
network initiated the booking.  In this type of pool situation, the resources provided 
by the host network to do the hit will be used. 
 
Late Booking/Overnight Breaking/Developing 
In the event of a late-night booking and/or late breaking story, we may need to book 

in time. An example of this situation was when News was able to book the former 
Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-  
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regarding the Astroworld tragedy. This guest booking was a competitive get, and 
she needed to remain in a location close to her prescheduled press conference.

Very truly yours,

CBS BROADCASTING INC.

By:  ___________________
Sheldon Kasdan
Executive Vice President

ACCEPTED AND AGREED:

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF 
ELECTRICAL WORKERS, AFL-CIO-CLC

By:  _____________________________

Lonnie R Stephenson
            International President



CBS ENTERTAINMENT GROUP
CBS STUDIO CENTER, 4024 RADFORD AVE
STUDIO CITY, CALIFORNIA  91604-2101

(818) 655-1563
(818) 200-7344 (cell)
sheldon.kasdan@cbs.com

SHELDON D. KASDAN
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
LABOR RELATIONS

February 27, 2022

Lonnie R Stephenson
International President
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
900 Seventh Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20001

Dear Mr. Stephenson,

During the latest round of negotiations for a successor agreement to the of the 2018 CBS-IBEW 
National Agreement, the IBEW expressed concerns regarding the volume and frequency of 
missed meals at CBS News Morning over the course of the Agreement.  After thorough 
discussions between the IBEW and the Company, the Company plans on instituting the following 

Operations will partner with Production to schedule their pre and post-production work around 
the appropriate contractual meal brackets when possible.  In addition, we are arranging to have 
Technicians assigned to provide meal relief when production demands require.  Accordingly, 
Technician schedules are also being reviewed and modified where appropriate to allow for 
regularly scheduled meals.  

Very truly yours,

CBS BROADCASTING INC.

By:  ___________________
Sheldon Kasdan
Executive Vice President

ACCEPTED AND AGREED:

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF 
ELECTRICAL WORKERS, AFL-CIO-CLC

By:  _____________________________

Lonnie R Stephenson
            International President



CBS ENTERTAINMENT GROUP
CBS STUDIO CENTER, 4024 RADFORD AVE
STUDIO CITY, CALIFORNIA  91604-2101

(818) 655-1563
(818) 200-7344 (cell)
sheldon.kasdan@cbs.com

SHELDON D. KASDAN
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
LABOR RELATIONS

November 18, 2021

Lonnie R Stephenson
International President
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
900 Seventh Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20001

Dear Mr. Stephenson,

During the latest round of negotiations for a successor agreement to the of the 2018 CBS-IBEW 
National Agreement, the IBEW expressed concerns involving staffing at PGA Golf Tournaments 

during the event such as the PGA Tour.

In order to address those concerns, the Company will commit that during the term of the 2022 
CBS-IBEW National Agreement, the Company will maintain the current IBEW staffing levels as 
they exist today for each tournament.

Very truly yours,

CBS BROADCASTING INC.

By:  ___________________
Sheldon Kasdan
Executive Vice President

ACCEPTED AND AGREED:

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF 
ELECTRICAL WORKERS, AFL-CIO-CLC

By:  _____________________________

Lonnie R Stephenson
            International President



IBEW/CBS CONTRACT RATIFICATION ZOOMS 
  
When: Mar 30, 2022 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: IBEW/CBS Contract Ratification Meeting 
  
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://ibew.zoom.us/j/81795327892 
  
Webinar ID: 817 9532 7892 
  
********************************************************************** 
  
When: Mar 30, 2022 01:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: IBEW/CBS Contract Ratification Meeting 
  
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://ibew.zoom.us/j/89713488385 
  
Webinar ID: 897 1348 8385 
  
*********************************************************************** 
 
When: Mar 31, 2022 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: IBEW/CBS Contract Ratification Meeting 
  
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://ibew.zoom.us/j/89261440420 
  
Webinar ID: 892 6144 0420 
  
********************************************************************** 
 
When: Mar 31, 2022 01:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: IBEW/CBS Contract Ratification Meeting 
  
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://ibew.zoom.us/j/88264559456 
  
Webinar ID: 882 6455 9456 
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